SIMRAONGARH REVISITED

A REPORT ON SOME OBSERVATIONS MADE AT THE RUINSOF THE FORMER CAPITAL OF
MITHILA IN THE TERAI OF NEPAL.

Thomas O. Bdlinger
University of Oregon

In March of 1958 this writer was afforded the opportunity of visiting and confir-
ming an earlier report on the location and ruins of Simraongarh, former capital of the
province of Mithilalocated in the Terai of Nepal. 1

The purpose of this paper is to bring to the attention of interested scholars the
condition of this ancient site as it stands ia the mid-twentieth century. The few
examples of sculpture and carving selected to support visually the commentary serve
as photographic documentation of the evidence on the surface at Simraongarh. It is
likely that this material, as well as the few other examples of stone carving that subse-
guently found their way into the Kathmandu and Patna Museums, are the "idols"
mentioned by Hodgson in bis earlier account:

"Some twenty idols, excavated from the ruins by pious labour of a Gosain, are
made of stone, and are superior in sculpture to modern specimens of the art. Many
of them are much mutilated and of those which are perfect, | had only time to
observe that they bore the ordinary attributes of Puranic Brahmanism." 2

The site lies fifteen miles to the south of the sub-Himalaya hill system. It is this
lower range of the Himalaya that forms the southern boundary of the valley of Nepal,
I. e. the Kathmandu valley. The geographical milieu of the Simraongarh area is a
combination of dense growth and clearing with some cultivation adjacent to several
small villagesin the vicinity. Thisjungle area, known as the Terai, constitutesthe

1 Thisaccount isarevision of apaper presented on, May 23 1970, at the Pacific North
west Art History Association Conference, Universtity of Californiaat Davis. The
author wishes to express his gratitude to the following for their assistance in the prepara
tion of this paper: Janet Gail Burkart, Librarian, School of Architecture and Allied
Arts, University of Oregon; Professor Theodore Riccardi of Columbia University, who
was good enough to edit and recommend appropriate changes,; and finally, to Professor
Clifford Jones, University of Pennsylvania, who made innumerable contributionsin
regard to the identification of deitiesin the Hindu pantheon,

2. Hodgson,Brian H., Account of avisit to the ruins of Simroun,once the capital of
the Mithila province. Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol, 1V.,No. 39,. Mar.
1835, pp. 121-124. (Reprinted in Illustrations of the Religion of the Buddhisms, of the
North, Serampore, 1841, but not reprinted in theTrubner collectionof 1872.)
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